An 86-year-old woman came to our emergency department with a history of nausea and diffuse abdominal pain during the last 24 hours. Since then, she had absence of flatus and stool. At the age of 47, she underwent an appendectomy.
could cause restriction of small bowel mobility. This might be a contributing factor to the particular location of the obstruction. Dried apricots are sometimes seen as a cause of small bowel obstruction, frequently in elderly people. Gall stone ileus was excluded in this case since there was no detection of free air within the bile ducts, nor pericholecystic fluid or other signs of cholecystitis. Other intraluminal causes of small bowel obstruction are bezoars, parasites and enteroliths.
